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Mutual Learning Workshop (MLW)

Data collection in Romanian higher education – status-quo and future challenges
AGENDA

13 - 14 October 2012

Bucharest, Hotel Ibis Palatul Parlamentului, Room Eliade A+B
DAY 1 (13 October 2012, Saturday)

09.00 – 12.45 Morning session 

09.00 – 10.30 Session 1: Opening session

Welcome speeches by:

· Adrian Curaj, UEFISCDI Director General;

· Anton Anton , President of CNSPIS;

Objectives: Introduction of participants; Presenting the ”Higher Education Evidence Based Policy Making: a necessary premise for progress in Romania” project; explaining the logic of MLWs and the participants’ role; introduction of the program for Saturday and Sunday.  

10.30 – 10.45 Coffee break

10.45 – 13.00 – Session 1: Data collection in the United Kingdom. HESA’s role in the UK higher education framework.

10.45 – 11:45   Keynote speech: Alison Allden, Chief Executive of HESA

11:45 – 13:00   Q&A session

Objectives: The session will give a basic outline of the approach in the area of data collection for higher education in the United Kingdom. It will also introduce the role of the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) in the UK higher education framework and explain how HESA works and fits with different policy areas of UK higher education including students, finance, research and innovation and other.

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch break 

14.00 – 17.00 Afternoon session

14.00 – 15. 30 Session 2 –Structural and methodological approaches in the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) 

14:00 – 15:00 Contribution by Jane Wild, Director of Operations, HESA

15:00 – 15:30 Q&A Session

Objective: Given the fact that HESA is already a well establish organization in the UK, the session will answer to at least the following questions: What are the type of data collected by HESA and who decides what to collect?  What are the general methodological directions? What are the processes “behind the scene” – how is the agency structured? How does it function effectively? The session will end with a debate on whether the HESA model fits in the Romanian national context and in which form.  

15.30 – 15.45 Coffee break

15.45 – 18.45 Session 2 – Understanding Romanian context in the field of data collection I

Contributions:
General view of the Romanian national context of data collection in higher education

                                                     -      Radu Damian, Council of ARACIS 
The process of data collection in quality assurance
·  Radu Damian, Council of ARACIS
The process of data collection in financing of higher education  
· Bogdan Murgescu, Council of CNFIS
Objectives: The session has the objective to map the types of data collected at national level, as well as the specific procedures used in this process and the various data collection institutions involved. The session will start with describing the current status quo in data collection and will continue to discuss the need for improvement in search for more reliable data, looking at both the information gaps and the processes needed. 

20.00 – 21.00 – Dinner

DAY 2 (14 October 2012, Sunday)

09.00 – 12.45 Morning session 

09.00 – 10.30 Session 3:  Understanding Romanian context in the field of data collection II
Contributions:
· Data collection by the Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sports (MECTS)

· Ion Ciucă, Director of the Direction for Strategies and Institutional Financing, MECTS
Data collection in higher education by the National Institute of Statistics (INS)

· Nicoleta Adamescu, INS
Data collection at the university’s level: from internal processes to external reporting

· Laurențiu Georgescu, General Administrative Director of West University of Timișoara

Objectives: The session follows up the former discussions on data collection at the national level, presenting this time perspective of the National Institute for Statistics and of the Ministry for Education, Research, Youth and Sports. The process of data collection in Romanian universities and their point of view on data reporting will also be introduced during this session. 

10.30 – 10.45 Coffee break

10.45 – 13.00 – Session 3 – How would a national higher education statistics agency look like in Romania? 

Objectives: This session will start a discussion on how a national higher education statistics agency would look like and function within the Romanian context. The roadmap of future activities and the task division between the members of the experts’ group will also be discussed.

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch break 
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